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Burnham Reservoir
UNDERGROUND RESERVOIR HAS THE SIKA  
SEAL OF APPROVAL



A versatile and reliable joint sealant system from global building 
product manufacturer Sika, which is suitable for contact with drinking 
water, has provided the solution to sealing over 1,400 metres of joints 
on an underground reservoir.

Built in the 1970’s Burham reservoir is an underground drinking water 
storage tank. With a capacity of 10,000 cubic meters, it provides fresh 
drinking water to the north Lincolnshire region. With the floor and wall 
joints beginning to show sign of deterioration, Anglian Water were 
faced with either having to remove and replace all of the individual 
joints between the reservoirs concrete slabs or find a more efficient 
alternative. Having specified the DWI (Drinking Water Inspectorate 
approved Sikadur Combiflex system for numerous projects in the past, 
Anglian Water had no hesitation in choosing the system again.

Easy to install, extremely flexible and high performing in a wide range 
of temperatures, Sikadur Combiflex is an advanced waterproofing 
system with an enviable track record when compared to traditional 
sealants which fail under constant water immersion.  

Designed to last in excess of ten years and used for the sealing of 
construction joints, expansion joints, connection joints and cracks 
and fissures on concrete and masonry, the system comprises an FPO 
tape, a highly elastic, rot-proof, waterproof and chemically resistant 
sealing sheet and Sikadur 31DW, an advanced epoxy resin adhesive. 
Together they form an efficient way of sealing joints and cracks and can 
withstand a negative hydrostatic pressure of 6 bar. 

The system can be applied with minimal downtime to a wide range 
of substrates including concrete, mortar and steel as well as many 
other materials. With a proven track record on applications including 
buildings, basements and car parks spanning 30 years, it provides a 
durable system that withstands extreme movements whilst maintaining 
a watertight seal. In addition, the system can be used to over band 
existing joints, making it the ideal solution for the renovation of Burham 
reservoir.

The work, undertaken by framework contractor and specialist structural 
refurbishment contractor Stonbury, required the complete draining 
of the tank before preparation of the concrete floor and wall panels. 
Working in confined spaces the Sikadur Combiflex system was 
meticulously applied over 1,200 metres of floor joints and 218 metres 
of wall and column joints.

“We have specified Sika’s Sikadur Combiflex on a number of projects,” 
commented Terry Allen of Anglian Water. “We have found it to be one of 
the best joint sealing systems around and it provides the most efficient 
method of over banding the existing joints at Burham reservoir.”

With repair work now complete the underground reservoir is now 100% 
watertight thanks to Sikadur Combiflex and providing fresh, clean 
drinking water to the residents of north Lincolnshire.
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Further Information

Sika Construction has a comprehensive range of 
car park and concrete repair solutions to meet the 
requirements of virtually any structure and application. 
These solutions are backed up by a highly experienced 
technical team, who offer expert specification advice 
and support.

For Project specific technical advice is available please 
contact our technical department on 0800 1123863 or 
alternatively email:  
technical@uk.sika.com


